
Each local PTA/PTSA 

reaches out to parents, 

school staff, and their 

community to build 

the strong family-

school partnerships 

that will benefit every 

child.  

 

Council has provided a copy of The 

PTA National Standards for Family- 

School Partnerships Implementation 

and Assessment Guide to every PTA/

PTSA president and principal. This 

guide can greatly assist all stakeholders 

in strengthening family involvement 

initiatives and in evaluating school    

improvement plans. Together we can 

build successful partnerships that          

improve student achievement. 

 

 Through training and support, Council 

assists each local PTA in their ability to 

meet the goals of their membership as 

they advocate on behalf of the needs of 

children. We are merely the connection, 

linking 158 locals to state and national 

PTA programs, initiatives, mission and 

purpose. 

       

Please support the                                           

following events! 
 

Ý Attend the BCPS Pre-Operating 

Budget Hearings scheduled in each 

of the five areas of the county. Let 

your voice be heard; speak on be-

half of your schoolôs budget needs 

for next year (2010/2011).  See 

page 11 for a calendar of hearings. 

 

Ý Attend the PTA Council annual 

Fall Reception and Workshops to 

be held on Thursday, October 22, 

2009, from 6:00-9:30 p.m. at New 

Town High School. Activities range 

from sampling the light fare pre-

pared by students enrolled in the 

Culinary Arts programs at Eastern 

Technical High and Western School 

of Technology, visiting with 60+ 

exhibitors, attending our general 

membership meeting, and partici-

pating in workshop sessions rele-

vant to PTA and our childrenôs well 

being and education. See page 9 for 

additional event information. 

 

The PTA Council of Baltimore County           

encourages everyone to ñConnect for 

Successò.  Together, we can make every 

childôs potential a reality. 

Nancy L. Ostrow 
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Nancy L. Ostrow, President, PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc.  

The month of October will be dedicated to raising 

awareness about the various types of parent                              

involvement at schools across Maryland                                         

in preparation for 

 National Parent Involvement Day  
November 19, 2009 

Visit a school during the 88th annual 

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK   

November 15-21, 2009 

SPOTLIGHTING THE                          

IMPORTANCE OF                       

PARENTS IN SCHOOLS 

The Governorôs Proclamation designating October                         

as Maryland Parent Involvement Month,                 
is the first time Maryland has dedicated a month to              

recognizing the importance of parent involvement                  

to a childôs academic success.  

Delegate Voting Cards  

Every president of a local PTA/PTSA 

that has paid this yearôs Council dues 

will be mailed four (4) Voting Delegate 

Cards for the October 22, 2009, PTA 

Council General Meeting.  

  

Voting Delegate Cards entitle four           

delegates from each local PTA/PTSA    

to vote on all matters presented to the 

Council at the General Meetings. Each 

card, signed by the local PTA/PTSA 

president and by the delegate, must be 

presented, along with a valid 2009-

2010 PTA Membership Card from the 

same local PTA/PTSA, at the General 

Meeting registration table.  

 

 If you have paid your Council dues and 

have not received a packet containing 

your Voting Delegates Cards by Octo-

ber 15, 2009, please contact Georgina 

Clevenger, Secretary at 410ï363-6975 

or secretary@bcptacouncil.org. 
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PTA/PTSA  

Presidentõs  

Calendar  
 

OCTOBER  

¶ Attend PTA Council Fall Reception 

and Workshops, 10/22, New Town HS 

¶ Pay Maryland PTA and National PTA 

membership dues by 10/31 

¶ Continue distribution of membership 

cards 

¶ Attend BCPS pre-operating budget 

hearings 
 

  NOVEMBER  

¶ Attend Maryland PTA Fall Convention, 

11/13-14,Holiday Inn, Frederick, MD 

¶ Celebrate National American  

Education Week, 11/15-11/21 

¶ Continue to pay Maryland PTA and 

National PTA membership dues  

¶ Electronically file 990-N by 11/15   

 

REMINDER  

 
When sending PTA correspondence  

via email, letter, etc. DO NOT include 

business or professional information  

with your signature. Doing so uses 

the PTA for personal gain which is  

in violation of the non-commercial 

provision of our tax exempt status  

and of our bylaws. 

Council Memorials  
 

PTA Council provides a memorial 
donation to the Maryland PTA 
Scholarship Fund whenever an   
administrator, teacher, or PTA          
officer dies while serving the               

Baltimore County Public Schools. 
PTA Council also provides a               

memorial donation whenever a          
student in grades Pre-K through 12 
dies while registered in a Baltimore 
County Public School. Should your 
school suffer such a loss, please 

contact the PTA Council at                   
410-666-6637,so that a memorial 

may be prepared. 

   HIGHLIGHTS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

August 06, 2009 

· Adopted 2009-2010 Council Budget 

· Adopted 2009-2010 Council Board of 

Directorôs Goals 

· Adopted 2009-2010 Plan of Work for 

Health & Safety Committee 

· Acceptance of Resignation from Sam 

Macer, AVP, Northwest SC ( Resigned 

to concentrate on duties as MDPTA 

President -elect.  He will assume the 

duties of MDPTA President at the           

close of the 2009 MDPTA Convention.)  

PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS GOALS 2009-2010 
 

§ Actively recruit and welcome members to fill vacant positions  

      on the Board of Directors. 

 

§ Establish better communication in order to assist all PTA units            

in achieving and maintaining the standards of affiliation.  

 

§ Promote the PTA as the most prominent and visible child  

      advocacy organization in Baltimore County. 

 

§ Increase PTA membership in Baltimore County. 

September 03, 2009 

· Special presentation on Influenza          

Preparedness by Debbie Somerville, 

Coordinator, BCPS Office of Health 

Services and Jan Markowitz, Chief of 

Communicable Diseases, BC Dept of 

Health 

· Adopted Plan of Work for Bylaws & 

Procedures Committee 

· Elected Wanda Porter to fill the              

vacancy of  2009-2011 Nominating 

Committee Member At Large 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

   94th Annual Convention 

The Winds of Change 
 November 13-14, 2009 

 Holiday Inn & Conference Center 
 5400 Holiday Drive 

Frederick, MD 21703 

 

Registration Information  

www.mdpta.org/

documents/94thFALLCONVENTION.pdf  
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PTA  

COUNCIL  

DIRECTORY  
 

 

Four copies of the PTA Council  

Directory will be sent to each  

PTA president following receipt of 

Council dues. A copy should be              

retained by the president, one copy 

given to the principal, and the other 

copies given by the president to board                 

members who are in most need of the                  

information. 
 

The Directory information is for 
local PTA use only, not to be 
shared with vendors or other              

non -PTA organizations . 
 

Please notify Marilyn Ryan at  

directory@bcptacouncil.org or  

at 410-665-4450 regarding any  

errors or changes in directory                       

information so that accurate records    

can be maintained. Periodic directory 

updates will be included in future     

issues of the Bulletin. 

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION  
Copies of the PTA Council Bulletin keep members informed of issues affecting 

children and education. It is the official line of communication between PTA  

Council and the local PTA. Each local PTA receives four (4) free copies of  

each issue of the PTA Council BULLETIN. Copies are mailed to the home   

address of the president, the treasurer, and the recording secretary. The fourth 

copy is sent via interschool mail to the principal. If these individuals in your 

PTA are not receiving the BULLETIN, please notify Marilyn Ryan, 410-665-

4450, as soon as possible. 

 

The current and archived issues of the Bulletin are posted online at the PTA 

Council website; www.bcptacouncil.org.  Additional printed copies are also 

available by subscription at the rate of $6.00 per year (9 issues). The Bulletin 

subscription order form can be downloaded  at www.bcptacouncil.org. The  

subscription cost is a legitimate PTA expense. Please make checks payable to:  

PTA Council of Baltimore County and send to Marilyn Ryan, 3014 Sixth            

Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21234; or send via inter-school mail to Carney ES,  

Attention: Marilyn Ryan. 

EACH PTA/PTSA IS GOVERNED BY ITS OWN BYLAWS                                                                                     

LOCAL PTA BYLAWS UPDATE  

 
Do you know where your bylaws are? Are they up to date? Does            

every member of your board of directors have a copy?  Hopefully, 

your answers to all three questions are YES.  If not, now, is the time           

to take action.  

Our Council goal is to have all 158 PTAs in Baltimore County appear  

on the Maryland PTA Good Standing list with current bylaws.                

Unfortunately as of September 1st, there were 36 PTAs not on that list! 

An additional 15 PTAs have bylaws coming up for revision from            

September to December 2009. 
Baltimore County PTA           

website  
 

www.bcptacouncil.org 

Why Bylaws:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Legitimacy: Bylaws give the members assurance of the mission, structure, and policies of the group. The IRS 

requires bylaws on file for 501(c)(3) status.                                                                                                                                                                                                

Efficiency: Your bylaws include procedures for decision making so that your PTA can conduct all its business 

according to the rules and as efficiently as possible.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Consistency: Rules and policies that have been documented in the form of bylaws can be applied consistently. 

For information and assistance with the bylaws revision process please contact Marilyn 

Ryan, Chair, Bylaws and Procedures, PTA Council of Baltimore County, at 410-665-4450 

or bylaws@bcptacouncil.org.  REMINDER: Bring a copy of your bylaws 

with you to the PTA Council Reception and Workshops on 10/22; a   

             Bylaws Workshop will be offered during both sessions.   

mailto:bylaws@bcptacouncil.org
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Is your local PTA a                

Unit in Good Standing?    

(Refer to Article IV of your local bylaws) 
 

¶ Current Bylaws  

(updated every three years) 

¶ Maintain at least 25 members 

¶ Pay Maryland and National PTA dues *  

¶ Insured for bonding, liability, and direc-
torõs and officers coverage with the  
MDPTA negotiated carrierõs policy 

¶ Incorporation in the state of Maryland 

¶ File appropriate tax forms with the IRS 
 

Being a unit in good standing allows 

your local PTA unit to be eligible for  

membership awards, credential cards for 

National PTA Convention and Maryland 

PTA Convention, and/or participate in the 

Reflections program. * Council dues must 

also be paid in order to receive Directory, 

delegate cards, Council awards and  Reflec-

tions. 
 

Have you checked the status of your 

unit's incorporation?  
 

To determine whether your PTA is "In 

Good Standing" by the Maryland Depart-

ment of Assessments, contact them at  

410-767-1350. Not being in good stand-

ing can result in the loss of your incorpo-

ration and the protection it provides. It 

will cause your local PTA to lose its good 

standing status, and thus not be able to 

participate in several of our programs and 

benefits. This loss of standing by the 

Maryland Department of State is usually a 

result of not filing your property tax                

report.  
 
 

THIS REPORT NEEDS TO BE FILED WHETHER 
YOUR PTA/PTSA OWNS ANY PROPERTY OR 
NOT!!! 

Check your status www.dat.state.md.us 
 

Ý Click on Business Data Search 
 

Ý Click on Business Entity Search. 
Then enter either the PTA name as  
originally submitted OR enter the  
Incorporation number for your PTA. 

 

Ý When you see your PTA, click on general 
information. This will give you an overview 
of the status of your PTA. 

For additional assistance with determining incorporation 
status, filing of the personal property report form, and all 
other financial questions and/or concerns please contact the 
PTA Council of Baltimore County Treasurer, John Ryan, at 
410-665-4450 or email treasurer@bcptacouncil.org 

Reminder for Filing IRS 990 Tax Form   
 

This is a reminder to file a 990, 990EZ, or 990N tax form for           
organizations with a tax- exemption status with the IRS. All       
local PTA units should take steps to file on time. Go online for 
guidelines to determine if your PTA should file the 990, 990EZ, 
or 990N form. The IRS website, www.irs.gov, has the most      
current information.  
 
All PTAs with annual receipts normally $25,000 or less will 
have to file an Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) Form 990-N.  
 
All PTAs with annual receipts less than $1.0 million and total  
assets less than $2.5 million must file a 990 or 990EZ form. 
 
The IRS deadline for PTAs to file a 990 or 990EZ form is the 
15th day of the 5th month following the organizationôs fiscal 
year. For instance, a fiscal year ending June 30 must file 
by November 15.  
 
Penalties for filing late or not filing is a penalty of $20 a day, not 
to exceed the smaller of $10,000 or 5% of the gross receipts of 
the organization for the year. The penalty begins on the due 
date for filing the Form 990 or 990EZ. 

 PLAN TO ATTEND!  
 

 Filing the IRS 990 Tax Form  
Workshop First Session  

 

Treasurer Responsibilities/Financial Management 
Workshop Second Session  

 

PTA Council Fall Reception and                                   

Workshops on October 22nd 
Workshops Presented by John Ryan, 

Treasurer, PTA Council of Baltimore County 
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PTA Council Board of Directors  

Always Looking for  

Exceptional People  

The Nominating Committee of the PTA Council is actively  

seeking PTA leaders to fill vacant positions on our Board                 

of Directors. The term for any of the following offices                 

would end on June 30, 2010:  

 

Ý  First Vice President 

Ý Vice President for Chairmen 

Ý Vice President for Membership (new position) 

Ý Area Vice President:  

 Northeast area, southern cluster 

      Northeast area, northern cluster 

      Southeast area, northern cluster   

      Northwest area, southern cluster                                                                           

      Northwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, southern cluster 
 

Area Vice President:  

Area Vice Presidents function as the liaisons between                   

the Council and the PTAs in the designated cluster. You              

can find the cluster in which your PTA is located as                    

well as a description of the duties of an AVP at 

www.bcptacouncil.org;ñAbout Usò page. 

 

If you are interested in filling one of these board positions             

or know of an excellent candidate, please contact                       

John Ryan, Chair,  Nominating Committee                                  

at 410-665-4450 or email 

nomination@bcptacouncil.org.   

          WHAT DOES  

        A COUNCIL DO? 
 
The council is a key link in the 

line of communication  between 

the local unit, the state PTA and 

the National PTA. It contributes 

to a stronger, more effective   

organization by providing           

information, inspiration and   

instruction for its member units.  

 

Responsibilities of a council 

are to do the following:  

¶ Strengthen local PTAs 

¶ Develop leadership 

¶ Promote membership 

¶ Give service to the 

      local school community 

 
 

Members of the Board of    

Directors are expected  to   

attend all regular and special 

meetings of the board  of    

directors, assigned committee 

meetings, and the general 

council meetings. 

 

                             PTA COUNCIL ñOFFICEò                                       
The PTA Council does not maintain an office. Everyone serving on PTA Council                      

 is a volunteer. Our official mailing address (and storage room) is Cockeysville                                                               

 Middle School, 10401 Greenside Drive, Cockeysville, MD, 21030.  When using     

 interschool mail please clearly indicate Attn: PTA Council, Cockeysville MS on the                                                               

envelope. The Council ñoffice ñphone line, 410-666-6637, operates as a voice mail 

system. Leave your message and we will return your call. Of course you can always 

reach us by email.  

 

PTA COUNCIL OF                                   

BALTIMORE COUNTY  

BOARD OF DIRECTORSô 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

CAN BE FOUND IN                  

THE DIRECTORY    

AND ON THE                               

COUNCIL WEBSITE 

www.bcptacouncil.org 
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Online Membership Data Reporting (OMDR)  
 
National PTA is transforming OMDR into OMDRplus , powered by Just Between Friends . OMDRplus provides tools to 
help run your PTA more effectively but also offers personal tools to help you manage day-to-day tasks and stay organ-
ized, saving time and preventing headaches.  
 
Thank you for your overwhelming support as national PTA has begun using Just Between Friends to perform member 
management, communications and more. However reception has been so strong that they have reached system 
capacity for their initial phase of implementation for PTA.  
 

¶ If you have already registered your PTA to use Just Between Friends, you can login 

at  www.justbetweenfriends.com 
 

¶ If you have not yet registered your PTA to use Just Between Friends, you may continue to use your OMDR account 

and login at www.pta.org/omdr/  
 

¶ If you are a local unit leader wishing to use PTA membership tools and reporting for the first time, please use OMDR 

until the next phase of Just Between Friends registration is open.  To login to OMDR for the first time, users should 
go to www.pta.org/omdr/password/first_visit_lu.asp. 

 
National PTA hopes to open registration again soon, so your PTA                                                                             

will be able to use Just Between Friends for PTA tasks . 
 Learn more about Just Between Friends at www.justbetweenfriends.com                                                                                        

               ATTENTION  
       ALL PTA/PTSA MEMBERS  

   Have you received your membership card? 

 

Please contact your local PTA/PTSA immedi-

ately if you have paid 2008-2009 PTA/PTSA 

membership dues and have not as yet received 

your membership card . Your membership card 

is valid until 9/30/10. 

    less than a penny a day 
Currently, the dues for MD PTA are $1.50 per member per year and 

the dues for National PTA are $1.75 per member per year. The total 

State and National portion adds up to $3.25 per member per year. 

Membership is less than a penny a day.  Each member has an abun-

dance of resources and services available to them.  Please visit 

www.pta.org/pta_member_benefits.asp  

2009 - 2010 Maryland PTA Membership Theme 

  "Growing for our Future!"  
 Maryland PTA is challenging all local units to increase their membership by "5" members               

over last year's membershipða campaign referred to as "HIGH 5!" If all of our units in Maryland            

bring in 5 new members, state membership will increase by over 4,000 new members. Currently,           

Maryland has over 210,000 PTA members. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS  
 

Membership Cards were mailed from Maryland 

PTA in August; sent to each PTA president c/o 

the school address. An invoice, billing your PTA 

for the initial membership cards ,was enclosed in 

this mailing   

 

The Maryland and National PTA portion of each 

enrolled memberôs dues should be remitted to the 

Maryland PTA office on a monthly basis.  A new 

invoice will be issued monthly for any cards that 

are outstanding, until all cards are paid for or the 

remaining cards are returned to the Maryland 

PTA  office. 

 

Additional cards can be obtained (after making an 

initial membership payment) by calling the Mary-

land PTA office at 410-760-6221. 

Why Join              

the PTA:          

the Difference  

Between PTA 

and other   

Parent Groups 
www.pta.org/

PTA_Versus_  

Brochure-re.pdf 

http://www.justbetweenfriends.com
http://www.pta.org/omdr/
http://www.pta.org/omdr/password/first_visit_lu.asp
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  Reflections 40th Anniversary 
Designed to enhance rather than                 

replace a quality arts education,                  

the Reflections Program provides              

opportunities for students to express 

themselves and to receive positive            

recognition for their artistic efforts.  

 

The PTA Reflections Program offers 

all students the opportunity to create               

original works of art in six categories: 

dance choreography, film production, 

literature, musical composition, visual 

arts and photography. Students in pre-

school through grade 12 are challenged 

to create art that supports this yearôs 

theme, ñ Beauty iséò. 

   

Local PTA/PTSA Eligibility:  To be  

eligible to participate in the Reflections 

Program, a local PTA must be ñIn 

Good Standingò.  

  

Deadlines: The deadline to forward 

local PTA entries for Council level 

judging is Monday, January 4, 2010. 

A local PTA must set their deadline 

well ahead of this date to provide        

adequate time to complete judging and 

to properly prepare any entries for          

delivery to Cockeysville MS. 

 

  A total of four entries per each age 

division (primary: pre-school - grade 2, 

secondary: grades 3-5, middle: grades 

6-8, and senior: grades 9-12) in each of 

the six art categories can be submitted 

by a local PTA/PTSA to the Council 

for county level judging. 

 

Entries receiving county awards of  

excellence are forwarded to Maryland 

PTA for state judging. The state then 

forwards 24 entries for national PTA 

judging. Participants are recognized at 

each level of judging. 

 
PTA/PTSAs interested in participating                    

�L�Q���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���5�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�U�H������������
�U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�¶�V������������������������

contact information (name, school,    

phone number and email address) to                   

president@bcptacouncil.org. 

Students must adhere to the General Student Participation 

Rules as well as the rules for their specific arts area.  

Please refer to the Maryland PTA Reflections booklet sent to each local 

PTA/PTSA President. This information can also be downloaded at 

www.mdpta.org; click on the link for ñReflectionsò. 


