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PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY ,INC . 

BULLETIN  

Nancy L. Ostrow, President, PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc.  

Since its formation in 1950, the PTA 

Council of Baltimore County has been 

providing information, inspiration and 

instruction for its member units.  

  

Our council, organized under the               

authority of the Maryland PTA, is the 

key link in the line of communication 

between the local PTA/PTSA units, the Maryland PTA 

and National PTA. To contribute to a stronger and more 

effective organization it is a councilôs responsibility to 

strengthen each local PTA/PTSA, develop leadership, 

promote membership, and give service to the local 

school community. 

  

Since the vital work of PTA begins at the local level, 

Council concentrates our efforts on assisting each PTA/

PTSA in developing and/or maintaining the strong           

operational and organizational skills required to work 

effectively and efficiently on behalf of their members. 

  

In turn we can all benefit by sharing ideas on improving  

family-school partnerships, by discussing and acting on 

the issues currently impacting the education and well 

being of our children, and by speaking collectively as 

one voice for every 

child. 

  

To continue to best serve the needs of our locals and 

their membership, Council needs to fill several key           

positions.   Perhaps you would like to share your PTA 

expertise by joining the Councilôs Board of Directors. 

Please contact John Ryan, Nominating Committee 

Chair, at nomination@bcptacouncil.org to learn more 

about the available positions and how you can make a 

difference by joining the Council team. Refer to page 3.  

 

As your Council President I am committed to helping 

every child succeed by building strong PTAs. I ask that 

you also pledge your commitment to PTA by agreeing 

to complete the five easy tasks listed below. 

  

Thank you for your support as we continue to work            

together to make every childôs potential a reality. 

 

Connect for Success! 

Nancy L. Ostrow  

 

 
2010-2012  

Council 

Election  

Results  
Page 3 

 

Council 

Award 

Recipients  
Pages 9-11  

PTA COMMITMENT 
 

I am committed to helping every child succeed by building strong PTAs.  

I agree to do the following: 

 Sign up three new members 

 Conduct at least one program/project for members to get involved at school 

 Attend and/or host leadership training 

 Offer membership training for membership chairs and committee members 

 Learn more about PTA 

Baltimore County  

PTA Website  

www.bcptacouncil.org  

mailto:nomination@bcptacouncil.org
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PTA/PTSA  

Presidentõs  

Calendar  

              

                     JUNE  

 Submit 2010-2011 officer contact information to 

PTA Council (via website or through the mail) 

 Attend PTA Council Leadership Training, June 7th 

at Loch Raven HS 

 Verify receipt of the BB&T insurance premium           

invoice  mailed to the PTA attn school address  

 Register to attend Maryland PTA Summer Leader-

ship Conference, July 17th  

 Appoint annual audit committee per bylaws 

 Collect all procedure books, resource guides, etc. 

from outgoing members.  

 Plan for a smooth transition. 

 Register with National PTA to receive the Official 

PTA Kit, ñBig Box of Possibilitiesò 

 Check with Treasurer regarding the completion of 

the year end financial report.  

 Attend National PTA Convention, June 10-13 in 

Memphis, Tennessee 

               JULY/AUGUST  

 Visit bank to update signature cards 

 Attend Maryland PTA Summer Leadership  

      Conference, July 17th. 

 Read and become familiar with your bylaws and 

check for resubmission date 

 Review Annual Audit once completed  

 Arrange to meet with elected officers and principal 

 Meet with entire Board of Directors to plan for the 

next school year, including: 

¶ electing standing committee chairs 

¶ establishing annual calendar of activities 

¶ establishing cost of PTA membership dues 

¶ discussing and establishing goals  

¶ determining funding needed to support goals 

¶ preparing/updating procedure books, including 

roster, calendar of activities, and bylaws  

 Meet with budget committee to prepare proposed 

budget that supports goals for the year 

 Review all PTA mailings (National, Maryland, 

Council)  

 Verify that BB&T insurance invoice was paid 

 START PTA MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN!! 

 

 REMINDER 
When sending PTA correspondence via email, letter, 

etc. DO NOT include business or professional                 

information with your signature. 

Doing so uses the PTA for personal gain which is in 

violation of the non-commercial provision of our tax 

exempt status and of our bylaws. 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES!  

 
July 17, 2010  

     2010 Summer Leadership Conference 
 Conference Center at the Maritime Institute 

 Linthicum, Maryland 

Early Bird $125.00, must register by July 1st 

or On-Site Registration $150.00 

Registration Fees, Form and Workshop Info                                         

at www.mdpta.org 

 

      2010 FINANCIAL TRAINING *  

 August 07, 2010 - MDPTA Office  , 9am - 3pm 
      * Training is FREE but registration is required.    

Contact the state office to register at 410-760-6221                                     

or office@mdpta.org.  
State office is located at 5 Central Avenue,                                 

Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

  National PTA E-Learning  

www.pta.org/e_learning.asp 

 
Username and password are         

located on the back of your 

PTA membership card.  

     CONNECT TO PTA THROUGH                      

A WIDE VARIETY OF ONLINE                         

SOCIAL NETWORKS 

  FREE PTA TRAINING  
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Council Memorials  
 

PTA Council provides a memorial 

donation to the Maryland PTA    

Scholarship Fund whenever an  

administrator, teacher, or PTA  

officer dies while serving the   

Baltimore County Public Schools. 

PTA Council also provides a  

memorial donation whenever a  

student in grades Pre-K through 12 

dies while registered in a  

Baltimore County Public School.  

 

Should your school suffer such a 

loss, please contact the PTA Council 

voice mail at 410-666-6637, so that a 

memorial may be prepared. 

PTA Council Board of Directors  

Always Looking for  

Exceptional People  

The Nominating Committee of the PTA Council is actively seeking PTA 

leaders to fill vacant positions on the Board of Directors. The term for 

any of the following offices would end on June 30, 2012:  

Ý  First Vice President 

Ý Vice President for Committees 

Ý Vice President for Membership  

Ý Area Vice President:  

Central Area, northern cluster                                                            

Northeast area, northern cluster  

      Northeast area, southern cluster 

      Northwest area, northern cluster 

      Northwest area, southern cluster 

      Southeast area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, southern cluster 

Area Vice President:  

Area vice presidents function as the liaisons between the Council and the 

schools in the designated cluster. You can find the cluster in which your 

school is located as well as a description of the duties of an AVP on the 

Council websiteôs ñAbout Usò page; www.bcptacouncil.org. 

 

If you are interested in filling one of these board positions or know of an  

excellent candidate, please contact John Ryan, Chair, Nominating  

Committee at nomination@bcptacouncil.org or at  410-665-4450.   

 

In addition the Councilôs Board of Directors include several Administra-

tive Personnel positions and Committee Chairs. These board members 

serve a one year term and are eligible for re-appointment. If interested in 

serving the Council in an appointed position please contact President, 

Nancy L. Ostrow, at president@bcptacouncil.org or at 410-666-6637. 

             WHAT DOES  

        A COUNCIL DO? 

 

The council is a key link in the line of 

communication  between the local unit, 

the state PTA and the  National PTA. It 

contributes to a stronger, more effective  

organization by providing information, 

inspiration and instruction for its          

member units. 

Responsibilities of a council are to do  

the following:  

¶ Strengthen local PTAs 

¶ Develop leadership 

¶ Promote membership 

¶ Give service to the local 

       school community 

  PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY  

      Annual Meeting, April 29, 2010 

    2010-2012 Election Results 

 

President: Nancy L. Ostrow 

Vice President for Leadership: Jayne Lee 

Secretary: Georgina Clevenger 

Treasurer: John Ryan 

Area Vice President  

Central, Southern Cluster: Jacquie Meyer 

Southeast, Southern Cluster: Jackie Brewster 

IN  MEMORIUM  

 
The PTA Council extends our  

deepest sympathy to the family, 
school and PTA of the following  

Individual who has passed away: 

Marquis  Collins  
Pre-K Student 

Pot Spring Elementary School 
 

A memorial donation  
will be given in his name to the  

Maryland PTA Scholarship Fund. 

 

All board members are 

expected to attend all 

regular and special   

meetings of the board              

of directors, assigned 

committee meetings, and 

the general council           

meetings. 
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.               LEADERSHIP  TRAINING   

FOR   

ALL PTA OFFICERS AND  

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 

The PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc. will conduct leadership 

training on Thursday, June 07, 2010 for incoming and continuing 

local PTA presidents, treasurers, secretaries, committee chairs and 

other board members so that they can acquire the information and 

skills necessary to effectively lead their PTA.  Training is free. 

 

Leadership training is an ongoing process that provides local lead-

ers with the tools to effectively perform their duties which in turn 

benefits the membership of their PTA. All  officers and committee 

chairs are strongly encouraged to attend this important training  

session held at Loch Raven High School. 

 

 

 

Leadership 

Training  

June 7, 2010 

7:00 PM 
 

    

       

  PTA officers and board members  

      will choose among President ,  

      Treasurer, Secretary and  

     Committee Chair workshops . 

    Refer to future mailings and  

   website for additional details  

        www.bcptacouncil.org  

  2010 -2011 PTA/PTSA  

Officer Information  

Once your PTA/PTSA has elected its officers for                

the 2010-2011 school year, you must advise the PTA          

Council of the contact information for your incoming or 

returning  President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer.  

All three officers will receive the PTA Council Bulletin 

and the President will be on the Maryland and National 

PTA mailing lists.  

 

This information is for PTA use only in order to                

communicate with local units about current issues and 

events that affect children within Baltimore County.  
 

Please complete the officersô information 

online at www.bcptacouncil.org.  To submit 

just click on this  icon.  Donôt forget to              

select your PTA/PTSA from the drop down menu. 

 

 If you do not have access to a computer, print informa-

tion clearly on this form and mail it to Marilyn Ryan,  

Directory Editor, 3014 Sixth Avenue, Baltimore, MD 

21234 (or to Marilyn via interschool mail at Carney            

Elementary School). Submit by Friday, June 18th.  

NAME  OF PTA/PTSA  _____________________  
 

2010-2011 INCOMING PRESIDENT 

NAME  _________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________________  

CITY , ZIPCODE __________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________  

EMAIL   _________________________________________  

 
2010-2011 INCOMING RECORDING SECRETARY  

NAME  _________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________________  

CITY , ZIPCODE __________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________  

EMAIL   _________________________________________  

 

2010-2011 INCOMING TREASURER 

NAME  _________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________________  

CITY , ZIPCODE __________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________  

EMAIL   _________________________________________   

  

PLEASE SUBMIT  INFORMATION BY JUNE 18, 2010 



 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS  
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The Official  

PTA Kit  
 

All local PTAs in 

good standing are 

eligible to receive  

a free kit. 

Register for yours!                                              
PTA.org/OfficialKit 

AUDIT: Every PTA/PTSA is required to 

conduct an annual audit for their financial year.              

A copy of this audit must then be sent to MDPTA,                  

5 Central Ave, Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

 

BYLAWS: Need to be reviewed at least 

every three years and submitted to MDPTA for            

approval. Reminder letters are sent from MDPTA          

to every local PTA/PTSA in advance of the due date.  
 

INSURANCE: Every Maryland PTA/

PTSA is required to have insurance coverage 

through BB&T. Enrollment Forms for 2010-2011 

coverage were recently sent to all PTA/PTSAs. This 

form can also be downloaded at www.mdpta.org 

 

INCORPORATION: All local 

PTA/PTSA must be incorporated in the state of 

Maryland.  To maintain your incorporation status         

a Property Tax Return must be filed by April 15th 

each year whether or not your PTA/PTSA owns any 

property. Check your status at the Taxation and                 

and Assessment website at www.dat.state.md.us. If 

not incorporated or the incorporation needs to be 

revived, contact MDPTA at 410-760-6221. 

Training and assistance are also provided by         

PTA Council . Email bylaws@bcptacouncil.org                         

or treasurer@bcptacouncil.org 

OMDRplus  

Powered by Just Between Friends  
More service to members, better membership management 

 
We know that youôre a leader because you believe in the 
PTA mission. We also know that sometimes the paperwork 
can take you away from your passion. But, the paperwork is 
necessary to fulfill the PTA mission. Sort of like a Catch-22, 
isnôt it? So, OMDRplus has made tasks like lists, reports, 
membership cards and communications easier than ever.  
 
Originally, OMDR was developed to be a member data entry 
system. But, National PTA realized that you needed more 
efficient tools to effectively run your groups; and members 
needed ways to simplify their lives. So, PTA turned to Just 
Between Friends, a dynamic software development group, 
to take OMDR to the next level. Thatôs what they did ï and 
OMDRplus, powered by Just Between Friends, was born.  
 

Ready, set, go!  
Itôs fast and easy to get started. Just go to: 

www.JustBetweenFriends.com/PTAquickstart  
and set up your group in Just Between Friends.                              

After that, youôll participate in a webinar training session. 

Already using Just Between Friends?  
If your unit knows who your next President will be, now's            

the time to enter her or his name and the name of an              
alternate group administrator into the system. Visit 

LearnJBF.com  for more information on how to do this or go 
to JustBetweenFriends.com , click on the Contact Us             

button, and then on the JBF Customer Support link. Just 
Between Friends will get back to you with instructions. 

 
The national PTA organization and proud sponsors                       

pay for this system.  Your information is not                          
rented or sold to companies.  

PTA Marketing Tools:  
 PTA Logos  

When used properly, PTA logos and tagline              

create a consistent message, help unify all PTAs,  

and set  PTA apart from the competition. 

www.pta.org/logos_and_usage.asp                                     

  Create a customized logo 

Type Your PTA Name Here Type Your PTSA Name Here 

http://e2ma.net/go/1837440168/1680655/62554629/goto:http:/www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.learnjbf.com/
http://www.justbetweenfriends.com/
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What PTAs Can Do Around Elections 
It is election time again and many PTA leaders are having questions about what election related activities they can 

and canôt engage in.  Local PTAs are non-profit organizations and fall under the IRS election guidelines for non-

profits.  To help you decide what activities your local PTA will get involved in we have provided a few quick can 

and canôt.  

 

PTA Can: 

¶ Host a candidateôs forum: all candidates appearing on the ballot for a given position must be invited to                                

participate and given equal time to respond.  

¶ Publish a candidateôs questionnaire: all candidates must be given the opportunity to answer the questionnaire 

and responses must be printed exactly as written.  

¶ Register voters: volunteers must register all eligible voters regardless of party affiliation or political views.  

¶ Remind members to vote. 

¶ Educate candidates on issues important to PTA. 

 

                                                                           PTA Can Not: 
¶ Invite only one candidate in an election to come speak to the PTA. 

¶ Tell PTA members to only vote for a candidate who supports X position. 

¶ Distribute any campaign materials on behalf of a candidate.  

¶ Wear campaign buttons or t-shirts during a PTA meeting.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: If Iôm a PTA president am I allowed to make any political contributions? 

A: Yes, as a citizen you can make political contributions.  It is important to make it clear that the donation is coming from 

you as an individual and not the PTA. 

Q: Can our PTA take a position on a local ballot measure or levy? 

A: Yes, it is considered direct lobbying because the voters are the decision makers.  It is important to remember that working 

on a ballot measure will count as lobby activities and is subject to IRS non-profit lobbying rules .  Ask your state PTA                                               

about any state laws that may apply. 

  Maryland State Board of Elections  
Maryland's official website for voter registration,                                    

voting, and access to election-related data 
2010 State Candidate List             2010 Local Candidate List  

http://www.elections.state.md.us/                                     

 

Use Baltimore County's polling place locator to identify                   

your polling place as well as your councilmanic,                             

legislative and congressional districts     
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/elections/polllocator.html 

Legal Guidelines 
 What can PTAs do around Elections 

http://www.pta.org/999.htm 

Maryland Gubernatorial Primary                

and General Elections 

Primary - September 14, 2010  

General - November 2, 2010  
(Polls are open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.) 

While voting  
 

Children under the age            

of 13 can be at the voting 

booth with you as long as 

they are not disruptive or 

interfere with normal            

voting procedures. 

http://www.elections.state.md.us/
http://www.elections.state.md.us/elections/2010/2010primarycandlist.pdf
http://www.elections.state.md.us/elections/2010/2010primarylocalcandlist.pdf
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Redirect/internalapplications/pollingredirect.html
http://www.pta.org/999.htm
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                                 Questions for Candidates 
While there is no single ñcorrectò answer to the questions below, candidatesô answers to them will shed light on what           

types of education decisions the candidates will make if elected. This will assist you in making selections based on which 

candidates you believe have the strongest public education agenda.  
 

Public education in general 

A candidate who supports public education should support providing students with the tools and guidance they need to 

achieve academic success, and also should have a clear position on a wide range of childrenôs issues.  

What is your position on the value and importance of public education?  

What are your top priorities for improving public education?  

What education policy changes are you proposing?  

What proposals, if any, do you offer for public programs to support underserved children? 

 

Accountability for public schools  

Elected officials at every level have some say in how schools are run and who is held responsible for student achievement. 

Strong education candidates understand the role their offices play in public education and should be able to articulate   

what they will do to improve school quality.  

Who do you think should be responsible for ensuring that public schools operate effectively and children achieve?  

What do you believe are the best ways to evaluate school and student performance?  

What do you believe are the best ways to evaluate teacher quality?  

What is your response to the large number of schools that are failing to meet the high standards set out in the No Child              

Left Behind Act? 

 

Public school funding 

Most candidates for office support improvements to ensure quality public education, but their proposals for how to pay for 

public education vary widely. A strong education candidate should have developed a viable plan for school funding. 

What are your views on how much is spent on public education and whether this amount is adequate?  

What changes, if any, would you make to the existing education funding structure?  

What is your position on pending court cases that challenge inadequate state and federal funding for education?  

What programs and areas do you consider most vital and deserving of the highest protection from budget cuts?  

Do you have any tax proposals to offer for public school funding?  

Do you believe the amount spent for special needs and limited English proficient students is adequate? What changes, if 

any, would you make to support these students? 

 

Other key PTA issues 

What is your position on bilingual education?  

What is your stance on using public funds to provide vouchers for students to attend private or religious schools?  

What is your position on increasing funding to promote school construction and renovation, and to promote healthy 

schools?  

What are your plans for increasing parent involvement in education? 

It is critical that all PTA members demonstrate their role as child advocates by becoming             

educated about candidates for public office and their positions on legislative issues that are             

important to children and public schools. By exercising our democratic right to vote, we are  

able to give children a voice.  

                      Your vote can make a difference for our children and communities. 

PTA, a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization, does not endorse                                       

the election or defeat of any candidate or party. 
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Phoebe Apperson Hearst Family -School Partnership Awards  
PTA's Phoebe Apperson Hearst Family-School Partnership Awards celebrate PTAs that are working to achieve the                  

National Standards for Family-School Partnerships. This year, a total of 97 PTAs in 27 states applied for the Hearst 

Awards.  While seven PTAs were selected for demonstrating exemplary work towards achieving the Standards, all PTAs 

who applied and met the criteria of demonstrating achievement in at least one of the Standards receive the Award of Merit 

and should be congratulated for their accomplishments.  

 Two Baltimore County PTAs were recognized with an Award of Merit 
Old Court MS PTA                 Randallstown HS PTSA  

                              

                                  A Night of Shining Stars 

The PTA Council celebrated our annual 

awards ceremony on April 29, 2010 at Loch 

Raven High School. It was the perfect oppor-

tunity to reflect and take pride in many PTA 

accomplishments, and to renew our commit-

ment to be a powerful voice for all children,             

a relevant resource for parents, and a strong 

advocate for public school education. 

 

The awards program immediately followed 

our general membership meeting. The awards 

presentation began with the introduction of 

special guests followed by welcoming                     

remarks delivered by Rita Fromm, Chief of 

Staff, Baltimore County Public Schools, on 

behalf of Superintendent Joe A. Hairston. 

 

All of the  participating PTA/PTSAs were 

recognized with a certificate of  participation. 

This year nominations were received from 

PTA/PTSAs affiliated with Elementary,            

Middle and High Schools located in all five 

BCPS geographic areas. Refer to page 11 for 

a list of the participating PTA/PTSAs. 

 

The evening continued with the presentation 

of the Maryland PTA Honorary Life                  

Membership Award. This is the highest honor 

that Maryland PTA bestows. This yearôs           

recipient was Terri Smith.  Assisting with the 

presentation of this special award was Kay 

Romero, President-elect, Maryland PTA. 

  

Please refer to the following pages for a list of 

all award winners, and a description of the 

various award winning programs.  

 

All PTAs/PTSAs are highly encouraged to 

recognize deserving individuals and showcase 

their programs by participating in the PTA               

Council Award nomination process.  
 

Aleck Tan 
    Pikesville HS PTSA 

   ñEyesò 
Reflections Program 

Award Recipient  

 

  National PTA  

Outstanding Interpretation  
  Photography    

        
Award will be presented at the                      

2010 National PTA Convention! 

2010 

Maryland PTA 

Membership Awards 

 
50% Increase 

Church Lane ES  

Sandy Plains ES 
 

15% Increase 

Dundalk HS PTSA 
  

All membership was                 

calculated from July 1, 

2009 through March 31, 

2010. Growth based on 

membership reported by 

March 31, 2010 as               

computed by MDPTA. 

Membership awards were 

given out during the              

Reflections/Membership 

Recognition Program on 

May 1, 2010 

http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1604655/34030868/182/0/
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