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PTA COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY ,INC . 

BULLETIN  

Nancy L. Ostrow, President, PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc.  

Since its formation in 1950, the PTA Coun-

cil of Baltimore County has been providing 

information, inspiration and instruction for 

its member units.  
  

Our council, organized under the authority 

of the Maryland PTA, is the key link in the 

line of communication between the local 

PTA/PTSA units, the Maryland PTA and 

National PTA. To contribute to a stronger and more effective 

organization it is our responsibility to strengthen each local 

PTA/PTSA, develop leadership, promote membership, and 

give service to the local school community. 
  

Since the vital work of PTA begins at the local level, Council 

concentrates our efforts on assisting each PTA/PTSA in   

developing and/or maintaining the strong operational and 

organizational skills required to work effectively and             

efficiently on behalf of their membership. 
  

In turn we can all benefit by sharing ideas on improving  

family-school partnerships, by discussing and acting on the 

issues currently impacting the education and well being of 

our children, and by speaking collectively as one voice for 

every child. 
  

To continue to best serve the needs of our locals and their 

membership, Council needs to fill several key positions.   

Perhaps you would like to share your PTA expertise by join-

ing Councilôs Board of Directors. Please contact us to learn 

more about the available positions and how you can make a 

difference by joining the Council team. Please refer inquiries 

to John Ryan, Nominating Committee Chair, at nomina-

tion@bcptacouncil.org or call Council @ 410-666-6637. 
  

As your Council President I am committed to helping every 

child succeed by building strong PTAs. Thank you for your 

support as we continue to work together to make every 

childôs potential a reality. 

 

Connect for Success! 

Nancy L. Ostrow  

PTA Council  

Leadership 
Training  

June 11, 2009  
Loch Raven HS  

Exhibit Area           
6:00pm  

Training Session  
 7:00pm  

PTA COMMITMENT 
 

I am committed to helping every child succeed by building strong PTAs.  

I agree to do the following: 

 Sign up three new members 

 Conduct at least one program/project for members to get involved at school 

 Attend and/or host leadership training 

 Offer  membership training for membership chairs and committee members 

 Learn more about PTA 

The PTA Back-to-
School Kit is now 
The Official PTA 
Kit ð PTAôs Big 
Box of Possibilities.  
For more details, 
see page 5. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nomination@bcptacouncil.org
mailto:nomination@bcptacouncil.org
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PTA/PTSA  

Presidentõs  

Calendar  

              

                     JUNE  

 Submit 2009-2010 officer contact information to 

PTA Council (via website or through the mail) 

 Attend PTA Council Leadership Training, June 11 

at Loch Raven HS  

 Register to attend Maryland PTA Summer Leader-

ship Conference, July 18th  

 Appoint annual audit committee per bylaws 

 Collect all procedure books, resource guides, etc. 

from outgoing members.  

 Plan for a smooth transition. 

 Register with National PTA to receive the Official 

PTA Kit, ñBig Box of Possibilitiesò 

 Check with Treasurer regarding the completion of 

the year end financial report.  

 Attend National PTA Convention, June 26-29 in 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

               

               JULY/AUGUST  

 Attend Maryland PTA Summer Leadership  

      Conference, July 18th. 

 Read and become familiar with your bylaws and 

check for resubmission date 

 Review Annual Audit once completed  

 Arrange to meet with elected officers and principal 

 Meet with entire Board of Directors to plan for the 

next school year, including: 

¶ electing standing committee chairs 

¶ establishing annual calendar of activities 

¶ establishing cost of PTA membership dues 

¶ discussing and establishing goals  

¶ determining funding needed to support goals 

¶ preparing/updating procedure books, including 

roster, calendar of activities, and bylaws  

 Meet with budget committee to prepare proposed 

budget that supports goals for the year 

 Review all PTA mailings (National, Maryland, 

Council) and the PTA ñBig Box of Possibilitiesò.  

 Check for receipt of the PTA insurance premium 

invoice to be mailed to the PTA attn school address  

 START PTA MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN!! 

 

 REMINDER 
When sending PTA correspondence via email, letter, 

etc. DO NOT include business or professional infor-

mation with your  signature. 

 

Doing so uses the PTA for personal gain which is in 
violation of the non-commercial provision of our tax 

exempt status and of our bylaws. 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES!  
July 18, 2009  

        "Navigating the Sea of Leadership"  

     2009 Summer Leadership Conference 

 Conference Center at the Maritime Institute 

 Linthicum, Maryland 

 

November 13-14, 2009  
 "The Winds of Change" 

               94th Annual Fall Convention                   

  Frederick, Maryland  

 
<<<<>>>> 

  2009 REGIONAL TRAINING *  

  August 22, 2009 - MDPTA Office 9am - 3pm        
Workshops Include: Treasurer; Basic duties of Officers:  

President/Vice-President, Secretary, Committee Chairs;  

Board Responsibilities and Bylaws 

 

      2009 FINANCIAL TRAINING *  
      August 15, 2009 - MDPTA Office   9am - 3pm 
    October 17, 2009 - MDPTA Office   9am - 3pm 

 

  * Training is FREE but registration is required.    
Contact the state office to register at 410-760-6221                                     

or office@mdpta.org.  
State office is located at 5 Central Avenue,                                 

Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 
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Council Memorials  
 

PTA Council provides a memorial 
donation to the Maryland PTA 
Scholarship Fund whenever an  
administrator, teacher, or PTA  
officer dies while serving the   
Baltimore County Public Schools. 
PTA Council also provides a  
memorial donation whenever a  
student in grades Pre-K through 
12 dies while registered in a  
Baltimore County Public School.  
 
Should your school suffer such a 
loss, please contact the PTA 
Council voice mail at 410-666-
6637, so that a memorial may be 
prepared. 

IN  MEMORIUM  

The PTA Council extends our  
deepest sympathy to the family, 
school and PTA of the following  

Individual who has passed away: 

 

Robert Pompey  
Student 

 Deep Creek Middle School 
 

A memorial donation  
will be given in his name to the  

Maryland PTA Scholarship Fund. 

PTA Council Board of Directors  

Always Looking for  

Exceptional People  

The Nominating Committee of the PTA Council is actively seeking PTA 

leaders to fill vacant positions on the Board of Directors. The term for 

any of the following offices would end on June 30, 2010:  

 

Ý  First Vice President 

Ý Vice President for Committees 

Ý Vice President for Membership (new position) 

Ý Area Vice President:  

Northeast area, southern cluster 

      Northeast area, northern cluster 

      Southeast area, northern cluster 

      Northwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, northern cluster 

      Southwest area, southern cluster 

 

Area Vice President:  

Area vice presidents function as the liaisons between the Council and the 

schools in the designated cluster. You can find the cluster in which your 

school is located as well as a description of the duties of an AVP on the 

Council websiteôs ñAbout Usò page; www.bcptacouncil.org. 

 

If you are interested in filling one of these board positions or know of an  

excellent candidate, please contact John Ryan, Chair, Nominating  

Committee at nomination@bcptacouncil.org or at  410-665-4450.   

 

In addition the Councilôs Board of Directors include several Administra-

tive Personnel positions and Committee Chairs. These board members 

serve a one year term and are eligible for re-appointment. If interested in 

serving the Council in an appointed position please contact President, 

Nancy L. Ostrow, at president@bcptacouncil.org or at 410-666-6637. 

            

         WHAT DOES  

    A COUNCIL DO? 

 
The council is a key link in the line of 

communication  between the local unit, 

the state PTA and the  National PTA. It 

contributes to a stronger, more effective  

organization by providing information, 

inspiration and instruction for its  

member units.  

 

Responsibilities of a council are to 

do the following:  

¶ Strengthen local PTAs 

¶ Develop leadership 

¶ Promote membership 

¶ Give service to the local 

     school community 
 

All board of director members are ex-

pected  to attend all regular and special 

meetings of the board  of directors,  

assigned committee meetings, and the 

general council meetings. 

Baltimore County  

PTA Website  

www.bcptacouncil.org  

DIRECTORY  
 

The Directory  

information is for  

local PTA use only, 

not to be shared with  

vendors or other non-PTA               

organizations or individuals. 
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.               LEADERSHIP  TRAINING   

FOR   

ALL PTA OFFICERS AND  

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 

The PTA Council of Baltimore County, Inc. will conduct leadership 

training on Thursday, June 11, 2009 for incoming and continuing 

local PTA presidents, treasurers, secretaries, committee chairs and 

other board members so that they can acquire the information and 

skills necessary to effectively lead their PTA.  Training is free. 

 

Leadership training is an ongoing process that provides local lead-

ers with the tools to effectively perform their duties which in turn 

benefits the membership of their PTA. All  officers and committee 

chairs are strongly encouraged to attend this important training  

Session held at Loch Raven High School. 

2009 -2010 PTA  

Officer Information  

Once your PTA has elected its officers for the 2009-

2010 school year, you must advise the PTA Council of 

the contact information for your incoming President,  

Recording Secretary and Treasurer. All three officers 

will receive the PTA Council Bulletin and the President 

will be on the Maryland and National PTA mailing lists.  

 

This information is for PTA use only in order to com-

municate with local units about current issues and events 

that affect children within Baltimore County.  
 

Please complete the officersô information 

online at www.bcptacouncil.org.  To submit 

just click on this info icon.  Donôt forget to 

select your PTA/PTSA from the drop 

down menu. 

 

 If you do not have access to a computer, print informa-

tion clearly on this form and mail it to Marilyn Ryan, 

Directory Editor, 3014 Sixth Avenue, Baltimore, MD 

21234 (or to Marilyn via interschool mail at Carney Ele-

mentary School). Please submit by Friday, June 12th. 

 

Exhibit Area  

6:00ð7:00 PM 

 

Provides an opportunity for our  

PTAs to see  what is available in  

non -fundraising services as well  

as fundraising  opportunities and  

 student enrichment programs  
 

Leadership Training  

7:00ð9:00 PM 
 

   PTA officers and board members  

      will choose among President ,  

      Treasurer, Secretary and  

     Committee Chair workshops . 

    Refer to future mailings and  

   website for additional details  

Local PTAs submit 

officersô info here! 

PTA NAME  ________________________  
 

2009-2010 INCOMING PRESIDENT 

NAME  _________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________________  

CITY , ZIPCODE __________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________  

EMAIL   ________________________________________  

 
2009-2010 INCOMING RECORDING SECRETARY  

NAME  _________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________________  

CITY , ZIPCODE __________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________  

EMAIL   ________________________________________  

 

2009-2010 INCOMING TREASURER 

NAME  _________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________________  

CITY , ZIPCODE __________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________  

EMAIL   ________________________________________   

 PLEASE SUBMIT  INFORMATION BY JUNE 12, 2009 
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             E-Learning 
At a time when PTA budgets are tight and 

schedules are even tighter, e-learning is a     

solution for members looking to expand 

their skills cost-effectively and without the 

need to travel. This e-learning initiative is a 

step toward achieving PTAôs goal of               

making all members  informed advocates  

by 2020. 

 

Choose from the following courses. Each 

course takes 30 minutes to an hour to    

complete and can be revisited repeatedly  

for more practice. 

 

¶  PTA Basics 

¶  Preventing Theft in Your PTA 

¶  Grant Writing 

¶  Planning and Goal Setting 

¶  Conflict Management 

¶  Planning Your New PTA Year 

¶  Parliamentary Procedure 

¶  Running a Successful PTA Program 

¶  Effective Advocacy for Your Child 

¶  Writing and Proposing PTA  

       Resolutions  

    
 Log onto www.pta.org/e_learning.asp. 
 Username and password are located on the  

 back of your PTA membership card.  

 INSURANCE COVERAGE 
 
 As of the Maryland (MD) PTA fall convention in November 2007, all PTAs are required to have general liability, bond-

ing, and directors and officers liability insurance as negotiated by MD PTA (Maryland PTA Bylaws, Article VII, Section 

7). MD PTA Board of Directors met and reviewed competitive bids from several insurance companies, and selected 

BB&T Insurance Services, Inc. as the insurance broker for Maryland PTA. 

 

EACH LOCAL PTA/PTSA MUST PAY ITS INSURANCE PREMIUM DIRECTLY TO THE INSURANCE COM-

PANY UPON RECEIPT OF THEIR INVOICE; INVOICE WILL BE SENT IN AUGUST 2009 TO YOUR PTA/PTSA 

IN CARE OF YOUR SCHOOL ADDRESS. YOUR CURRENT BB&T INSURANCE COVERAGE IS VALID 

THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2009. 
 

BB&T publishes an insurance summary and loss prevention guide.  It refers to Red Light, Yellow Light and Green 

Light activities.  Red Light activities are prohibited.  Yellow Light refers to activities where certain conditions must be 

met and the local PTA must consult with the insurance broker in advance of engaging in any of those activities.  Green 

Light activities are approved. This guide was included with the policy sent to each PTA/PTSA in September 2008 and can 

also be  accessed at www.mdpta.org.  In order to meet the requirements for bonding insurance, a financial  

audit must be completed at the close of each fiscal year or upon a change of Treasurer. 

  

   The Official PTA Kit ð   

      Register for Yours! 
The PTA Back-to-School Kit is 

now The Official PTA KitðPTAôs 

Big Box of Possibilities. 

 

Along with the change in name, 

there is a change in the kitôs 

delivery. This year, all local 

PTAs must register to receive 

their kit. The registration form allows your incoming PTA president or other 

authorized leader to provide your unitôs preferred shipping address and date.  

 

This new process will help ensure that the kit gets into the right hands at the 

right time. And the kit is still free!  The Official PTA Kit is available exclu-

sively to PTAs in good standing.  

 

To access the kit order form, follow the personalized URL (PURL) given on 

the postcard sent the last week of April and/or the e-mail sent late May to the 

president on file for your unit. To order the kit without a personalized URL 

(PURL), go to PTA.org/OfficialKit and follow the link to the form. To order 

the kit over the phone, you may contact the PTA Information Center at (800) 

307-4782 during regular business hours. You will need your unit ID number  

and will need to confirm that you are authorized to order the kit for your unit.  

 

The kit still contains great resources to help PTA leaders serve their communi-

ties and run their local units: easy-to-use primers for the president, treasurer, 

membership chair, and programs chair; membership and marketing tools; father 

involvement materials; program resources; and special offers from national 

partners. For more details about the delivery and contents of The Official PTA 

Kit, go to PTA.org/OfficialKit.  

http://www.mdpta.org
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Three for Me is a PTA program designed to 
effectively involve parents and families in  
support of children and their education. Three 
for Me will help schools and PTAs reach     
volunteer hours never thought possible. Learn 
how to tap into the many talents and skills that 
parents are happy to offer. 
 
With Three for Me, you will find  
¶Creative ways to connect all families to their 
child's school and education,  
¶Ideas to strengthen home-school-community 
partnerships, and  

¶Resources to motivate parents.  

 
Get Three for Me started at your school and 
put a new face on parent involvement! Visit 
http://www.three4me.com 

           Put PTA Healthy Lifestyles on Your Unit's To -Do List  

                         All PTAs are encouraged to promote nutrition and physical activity in their    
                                                   communities again next fallðNovember, to be specificðand it's not too early 
                                                   to start planning. Your unit should have recently received PTA Healthy Lifestyles 
                                                   information in the mail to help you get started. Put this information in the hands  
                                                   of next year's PTA leadership team as they create your PTA's plan of work for  
                                                   the 2009ï2010 school year. Don't let PTA Healthy Lifestyles be left out.  
                                                   Applications are due Friday, September 11.  

Apply for a PTA Healthy Lifestyles Award!  

This November, plan an event that promotes healthy habits among students and families and your PTA could 
win up to $1,000 to support those plans. Deadline is September 11 at 5 p.m. EDT. For additional information 
and/or to register online go to www.pta.org/pta_healthy_lifestyles_award.asp.  
 

   
New Child Safety Resource Page at PTA.org  
 

When it comes to child safety, the summer months can 
bring increased concerns for parents .Be sure to check 
out the new "Child Safety Events: How to Get Involved" 
page at PTA.org. There are child safety resources for  
parents and action steps for PTA leaders. 
 

The PTA national office wants to know about PTAs' 
child safety events! PTAs that send an e -mail to  
ChildSafety@pta.org  by June 15  to let us know what 
they did to promote child safety in May will be entered in a 
drawing for a PTA Video Store gift card.  

 Winners will be notified via e-mail by June 19. 

         

    Make a Father's Day Commitment  
    Join National Center for Fathering in push for male involvement 

 

The National Center for Fathering and its WATCH D.O.G.S. 
program, a founding member of PTA MORE (Men Organ-
ized to Raise Engagement), are asking dads to make a 
commitment to meet the needs of their children by loving, 
coaching, and being a good role model. In addition, fathers 
are asked to encourage children they know without fathers 
and encourage other dads to make similar commitments.   
 
To join the 2009 Father's Day team, go to PTA.org/MORE  
and sign up using the National Center for Fathering widget. 
  

 

         PTA Local Leader News 
great ideas, tips, and information for local presi-

dents, committee chairs, boards, and other leaders. 

Resources aimed at local leaders.  Sign up to receive 

at www.pta.org/local_leader/newsletter.asp 

 

      PTA Parent E ï Newsletter 
Expert advice and practical ideas for raising kids 

and becoming a vital part of their education. Sign up 

by visiting the www.pta.org homepage.  

http://www.pta.org/hla_register/
http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1584973/32005857/1026/0/
http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1584973/32005857/1026/0/
mailto:ChildSafety@pta.org
http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1584973/32005857/107/0/
http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1607536/10392055/657/0/
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Maryland PTA Awards  

Scholarships to Two  

Baltimore County Seniors  

 

This year, Maryland PTA has awarded 

a total of six scholarships, in the 

amount of $1,000 each, to graduating 

seniors who have made a commitment 

to pursue a career in education in the 

public schools of Maryland.  

 

We are honored that two scholarship 

recipients are from Baltimore County. 

                Emily Martin  

          Catonsville High School  

               Shelby Haacke 
         Loch Raven High School 

       Congratulations to both girls! 

 

Each year since the early 1950ôs, MD 

PTA has designated all contributions 

made to the Maryland Honorary Life 

Membership fund to these scholarships. 

Honorary Life Memberships are given to 

individuals who have made a significant 

impact on the lives of children and have 

shown dedication to the mission and 

purposes of PTA. 

 

In addition, the memorial donations 

made by PTA Council of Baltimore 

County are designated for the Maryland 

PTA Scholarship Fund.  PTA Council 

provides a memorial donation whenever 

an administrator, teacher, or PTA officer 

dies while serving our school system or 

when a student in grades pre-K through 

12 passes away while registered in a 

BCPS school. The names of those   

individuals are included in our Bulletin. 
 

 

Phoebe Apperson Hearst Family -School Partnership Awards  

 
PTA's Phoebe Apperson Hearst family-School Partnership Awards 
celebrate PTAs that are working to achieve the National Standards 
for Family-School Partnerships. The PTA national office announced 
the award recipients for this, the award program's inaugural year.  
Two Baltimore County PTAs were recognized with an Award of Merit 

Kingsville ES PTA               Perry Hall MS PTSA  

                 WOW! 

    Evan Streb 
         Dulaney HS 

  Film Production 
             received a 

        National PTA     

Award of  Excellence    

      

 

 

                              

                           A Night of Shining Stars 

The PTA Council celebrated our annual 

awards ceremony on April 30, 2009 at 

Loch Raven High School. It was the perfect 

opportunity to reflect and take pride in 

many PTA accomplishments, and to renew 

our commitment to be a powerful voice for 

all children, a relevant resource for parents, 

and a strong advocate for public school 

education. 

 

The awards program immediately followed 

our general membership meeting. We were 

very honored to have student representa-

tives from the Kingsville ES ñ Patriotic 

Superstarsò lead us in the Pledge of             

Allegiance and recite ñPaul Revereôs Ride ñ 

for the Valued Moment. Refer to page 10.  

 

The awards presentation began with the 

introduction of special guests followed by 

welcoming remarks delivered by Dr. Joe A. 

Hairston, Superintendent. 

 

All of the 26 participating PTA/PTSAs 

were recognized with a certificate of            

participation. This year a total of 68 nomi-

nations were received from PTA/PTSAs 

affiliated with Elementary, Middle and 

High Schools located in all five BCPS geo-

graphic areas. Refer to page 10 for a list of 

the participating PTA/PTSAs. 

 

The evening continued with the presenta-

tion of the Maryland PTA Honorary Life 

Membership Award. This is the highest 

honor that Maryland PTA bestows. This 

yearôs recipients were Superintendent 

Hairston and Jayne Lee. Assisting with the 

presentation of these special awards were 

past PTA Council Presidents; Laura Nossel, 

2000-2002 and Susan Katz, 2006-2008. 

 

Please refer to the following pages for a list 

of all award winners, and a description of 

the various award winning programs. 

 

All PTAs/PTSAs are highly encouraged to 

recognize deserving individuals and show-

case their programs by participating in the 

PTA Council Award nomination process.  

                   

                 All PTA/PTSAs are 

              highly encouraged to  

              celebrate the arts by   

              participating in the  

              Reflections Program. 
 

                Theme for 2009-2010 

          ñBeauty iséé.ò 

http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1604655/34030868/182/0/
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ñFill the Nest , Be the Best, Join the PTAò 

The JVE Membership Committee did an 

excellent job of preparing this theme for the 

school year; running the membership drive, 

and making the membership drive a fun 

way to further the PTAôs  mission and pur-

pose. This resulted in a highly successful 

membership drive; a 12% increase in     

participation over last year. 

¶Preparing for the school year: hard at work 

in July and August identifying the theme 

and reaching out to local businesses. 

¶Running & Tracking the membership 

drive: A membership table is set up at all 

major events. An ice cream social, held 

just before school starts, kicks off the 

drive. A membership application is       

included in the monthly newsletters.  

Membership information is converted to 

an excel spreadsheet which is then       

displayed creatively on a Bulletin Board.  

¶Rewarding Participation: Pizza parties for 

the first three classes to reach 100% par-

ticipation; PTA members receive Goody 

Bags containing coupons from area mer-

chants; and if there is 100% staff participa-

tion they are treated to a special breakfast. 

 

Communication from Kingsville ES PTA to 

the families of Kingsville ES begins in the 

summer and continues throughout the 

school year.  

¶Welcome to Kingsville ES Tri-fold: The 

KES PTA created tri-fold is included in 

the Principalôs mid August mailing. This 

tri-fold defines PTA and explains the 

benefits of PTA membership. 

¶PARTNERS: Each month KES PTA pub-

lishes and distributes a printed newsletter. 

Inside the pages of Partners, readers can 

find parenting tips, information from    

national ,state and council PTA, as well as, 

specifics regarding KES PTA committee 

work and events. 

¶KES PTA website: the webmaster has ap-

plied many updates to strive for a profes-

sional and useful format.  Data is updated 

weekly. You are invited to visit; 

www.kingsvillepta.org 

Best Membership Theme 

Joppa View ES PTA 

Best PTA Communication -Primary 

           Kingsville ES PTA 

Best PTA Communicationï Secondary 

          Perry Hall MS PTSA 

Best Volunteer Program 

Joppa View ES PTA 

Best Advocacy Program 

Ridgely MS PTA 

Best Student Recognition Program 

Kingsville ES PTA 

Best Reading Program 

Norwood ES PTA 

When it comes to parenting a pre-teen or 

teenager, you can never have too much infor-

mation. The Perry Hall MS PTSA website 

and weekly e-nnouncements are an innova-

tive way of communicating school and PTSA 

happenings to the community. In addition the 

PTSA publishes and distributes the Panther 

Beat, a monthly newsletter. The circulation is 

over 1,700 copies and is also sent to nearly 

500 e-nnouncement subscribers. In addition 

Panther Beat is posted on the PTSA website. 

Their communication tools: 

¶Highlight PTSAôs work and                              

accomplishments.  

¶Increase awareness of PTSA events. 

¶ Keep parents informed of legislation         

affecting children and schools.                  

You are invited to visit www.phmsptsa.org 

ñVolunteersï Hands that Serve, Hearts that 

Careò was the theme of this yearôs volunteer 

program. The volunteer program at Joppa 

View ES involves over 350 active volunteers. 

These volunteers complete the required 

BCPS volunteer training so that they can vol-

unteer for school based needs as well as PTA 

programs and events.  The success of this 

volunteer program lies in the following: 

¶Several volunteer training sessions are held 

throughout the year. 

¶A newsletter  listing all volunteer opportuni-

ties is distributed several times a year.  

¶Volunteer Recognition Celebration is held at 

the end of May. A banner is created from the 

traced cutout of each studentôs hand and 

individual classes also create thank you  

banners that line the hallways.   

A Climate Control Committee was formed 

when PTA members became seriously con-

cerned about heat and ventilation issues    

occurring after a school-wide renovation that 

included window replacement. This commit-

tee is working to solve the heat issues at 

Ridgely by researching the effects of over-

heated  classrooms on children and learning 

and advocating for their students with the 

BCPS Board of Education and county and 

state elected leaders.  

Best Advocacy Program 

Ridgely MS PTA 

The Climate Control Committee keeps 

Ridgely PTA members up to date on all 

advocacy activities via the monthly Ridgely 

reporter newsletters and on the Ridgely 

PTA website.  

For more information please visit 

www.ridgelymiddlepta.com and click on 

the Climate Control link.  

The Patriotic Program, sponsored by 

Kingsville ES PTA, is a  program in which 

all fourth and fifth graders are invited and 

encouraged to participate. The purpose of 

this program is to instill in children a basic 

knowledge of the birth of our democracy 

and freedom, the principles upon which we 

are founded, basic U.S. history, as well as a 

sense of patriotism. This yearôs Patriotic 

Program was kicked-off with an assembly 

for all students in first through fifth grade. 

The keynote speaker was ñFrancis Scott 

Keyò.  Once the students, who volunteer to 

participate in the program, accomplish a 

specific list of requirements they are for-

mally recognized. These students are 

known as ñPatriotic Superstarsò and are 

honored at an Awards Assembly.  For more 

information regarding the Patriotic Program 

please visit www.kingsvillepta.org  

ñBooks Come Aliveò is the name and read-

ing aloud is the game. With so much of a 

childôs time spent on watching television  

and playing video games, children spend 

very little time listening to books being 

read to them. Norwoodôs PTA rallied some 

parents, both moms and dads, to come to 

school to read aloud to the classes. All of 

the parents fashioned themselves as charac-

ters in the books they were reading in order 

to bring the characters to life for the chil-

dren. This literary experience ended with a 

contest.  Students gave oral summaries and 

persuaded others to read their favorite 

book. Claps from the audience determined 

the winner and they received the best prize 

everð books to read at home! The PTA 

provided a perfect opportunity for parents 

to share their love of reading.  

Top Program Awards  
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Best Male Involvement Program 

Norwood ES PTA 

Best Healthy Lifestyles Program 

Perry Hall ES PTA 

Best Diversity Awareness Program 

Fort Garrison ES PTA 

Best Family-School Partnership 

Norwood ES PTA 

     Top Program Awards  
       continued from page 9 

One of the goals of the Perry Hall ES PTA 

is to promote healthy activities for all chil-

dren. To achieve this goal the PTA part-

nered with the physical education teacher, 

guidance counselor, and the school nurse to 

institute several programs that increase 

physical and emotional health of the stu-

dents. 

¶A quarterly inventory is taken of class-

room recess materials. The PTA replaces 

any missing equipment to ensure that the 

students have fun and exercise at recess. 

¶PTA hosts a family dance every winter. 

¶Prizes at family game night has shifted 

from desserts to jump ropes, and hula 

hoops. 

¶Encouraging families to eat healthy.  At 

the start of school there is  ñpack weekò; 

the school nurse encourages a variety of 

fruits and vegetables be packed in a stu-

dentôs lunch. In March the food service 

staff share information about foods that 

represent the colors of the rainbow. 

¶The guidance counselorôs ñNo Putdownsôô 

program is supported by the PTA.  This 

program teaches the students how to treat 

each other with respect. 

The PTA Diversity and Awareness Com-

mittee has made it their mission to spotlight 

and appreciate the many cultures that help 

to make our school special, and to help all 

families understand that ñyes, you are wel-

come in our school and in our PTAò. This 

year the committeeôs emphasis has been on  

making sure that both activities and the 

volunteer base are more representative of 

the variety of cultures found at Fort Garri-

son. This yearôs activities included: 

¶Conducting a Parent Survey to determine   

all cultures represented at the school 

¶Winter Holiday Display 

¶Black History Month Lobby Display 

¶Performance by a Master Storyteller 

¶Read-a-thon awards for reading books 

from different cultural categories 

¶Heritage Day (grandparents share culture) 

¶Formation of the 1st Black Saga team 

ñ Dad and Me Writing Workshopò brought 

45 fathers, grandfathers, uncles and male 

guardians into the school to write. The 

child and dad wrote a book together in-

spired by childrenôs books about dads as 

heroes. The two would conjure up some 

adventure and compose it complete with 

text and illustrations. OR they could write a 

series of letters to each other and place 

them into the book. All dads were provided 

with an empty book ready to be filled with 

their thoughts and ideas to cherish for a 

lifetime. Dads took the books home and 

shared that they were going to continue 

writing in them each night with their child.  

The PTA achieved their goal of increasing 

male involvement and promoting male role 

models at the school by making it comfort-

able for dads to do something special with 

their child.  More fun and simple things for 

dads to do at school and at home will con-

tinue to strengthen the father-child bond. 

What do families like to do together? They 

love to watch movies. So, Norwoodôs PTA 

enticed the families into coming to school 

to see a  movieé. But that was only one 

part of the event. What started out as a 

movie night became a 5 star learning event! 

The invitation read, R.S.V.P. Movie Night.. 

R is for reading, S is for service, V is for 

volunteering, and P is for participation.  

¶Reading: Carts full of free books were 

made available for all of the children. Af-

ter selecting their book, children and par-

ents took turns reading to each other while 

seated on blankets in the gym. The chil-

dren were dressed in their pajamas. 

¶Service: a ñmeet and greetò led by PTA 

and teachers to welcome and answer any  

parentôs questions in a friendly and wel-

coming manner 

¶Volunteering: Sign up sheets were posted 

to encourage volunteering. 

¶Participating: Parents and students partici-

pated in a survey using the schoolôs new 

tech tool, activote.  Questions were asked 

seeking input about activities at the school.   

This event increased opportunities for fami-

lies to come to school and learn together, 

while having fun. 

Catonsville MS  

Deep Creek MS  

Fort Garrison ES 

Joppa View ES 

Loch Raven HS 

Norwood ES 

Perry Hall ES 

Perry Hall MS 

Pine Grove MS 

Reisterstown ES 

Seneca ES 

Stoneleigh ES 

Warren ES 

Cockeysville MS  

Dulaney HS  

Hampton ES 

Kingsville ES 

Milbrook ES 

Oakleigh ES 

Perry Hall HS 

Pine Grove ES 

Prettyboy ES 

Ridgely MS 

Sparks ES 

Villa Cresta ES 

Woodlawn HS  

    Participating PTA/PTSAs 

         SPECIAL ThankS  

              To THE Kingsville ES  

  Patriotic Superstars  

                  RepresentEd By  

 

Olivia Heckel        Zach Hills  

Jenna House           T. J. House  

                  Emma Krug  

 

           Presentation of the  

       Pledge of Allegiance  

         And Valued Moment  

The PTA Council of Baltimore County 

would like to thank everyone honored  

for their involvement, support, and          

commitment to the children and youth of 

this county. It takes a positive relationship               

between parents, teachers, and community                                                      

groups to build successful partnerships 

which enhance the lives of our children and                                                             

youth. By working together we can help 

todayôs students become tomorrowôs leaders 

in school and in life. Thank you for being 

the outstanding individuals that advocate for 

everychild.onevoice. 

Thanks to the PTA Council Board of Direc-

tors for  their assistance with judging the                                                                                                   

nomination forms and presenting awards:                                                                                                               

Jackie Brewster, Georgie Clevenger, Gerald 

Judd, Jayne Lee, Sam Macer, Jacquie 

Meyer, Nancy Ostrow, Wanda Porter, John 

Ryan, Marilyn Ryan, Teresa Streb, Frank 

Thomas, Chris Beard (TABCO), Kara Calder 

& Charlie Herndon (BCPS), and Katie Evans 

& Kayla Metz (BCSC). 




